
Is blown over 
deserts and 
farmland

Meets 
cold air in 
mountains

Drops its 
moisture 
when it 

becomes cold

Draw a river coming down the mountains 
and some crops in the farmer’s field.

Use information from this paragraph and diagram to explain in your own words how mountain 
ranges affect how water is deposited on land in the water cycle. How would California be 
different if it didn’t have mountains? Would you like to live there, why or why not?


